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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce the foot of a rising part of a 
protective layer near each columnar spacer, to ensure good display 
performance and to attain a high yield by providing an inverse taper 
shape to the columnar spacer formed on an active matrix substrate. 
SOLUTION: Columnar spacers 21 are arranged dispersedly in a screen 
for every one or more sets of red. green and blue pixels. An inverse 
taper shape is provided to the columnar spacers 21. so that the spacers 
21 are made thin on the array substrate 1 1 side and thick on the 
counter substrate 30 side. Though a liquid starting material for an 
alignment layer 22 wraps around the lateral parts 21b of the spacers 21 
in the formation of the alignment layer 22 through spin coating, the 
amount of the starting material sticking to the lateral parts 21 is small, 
because of the thin base parts of the spacers 21 and the projecting 
parts 22a of the surface of the formed alignment layer near the spacers 
21 having a relatively sharp tapered shape. Variation in the thickness of 
the alignment layer due to the spacers 21 is therefore limited to the 
immediate vicinities of the spacers 21 and does not affect a pixel 
electrode 12, 
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